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NEWS AND NOTES
A Letter to the Editors. My name is Taiun Ma tsunami, the abbot of Rydsen- 
an since 1985. 1 recently read Tim Pallis’s book review on The Zen Eye in 
Eastern Buddhist XXIX, 2 (Autumn 1996). I found the article interesting and 
informative, but in it the reviewer wrote about visiting Rydsen-an in August 
1994 and mentioned a few things about the present state of the temple from 
his visit there in the summer of 1994. What he wrote saddened me, because I 
think he got the wrong impression from his visit in the summer of 1994. Each 
year in the month of August 1 go to Europe to conduct Zen retreats, and so 1 
am unfortunately not at the temple, and no zazen is practiced during this 
month of my absence.
When I became the abbot of RyOsen-an, I changed the style of the zendd to 
incorporate into it both a meditation hall and hondft according to the advice 
of my teacher, Fukutomi Settei ROshi, the present head of Daitoku-ji. The rea­
son for this change was to accommodate more people in the meditation hall. 
Also, there was no hondd. In its previous form, there was not enough space to 
conduct the various services (such as the memorial service for Ruth Fuller 
Sasaki and the founding monk of Rydsen-an) and to practice zazen. But 
please note that it still serves as a zendO. We practice zazen in this hall every 
morning (except Mondays and Tuesdays) from 7 to 8 a.m . and these practice 
sessions are open to anyone—both Japanese and non-Japanese—who is in­
terested in Zen.
The article states that RyOsen-an is not used anymore as a place where 
western seekers without knowledge of Japanese could come and have their 
first Zen training. But actually, since 1985,1 have accepted several foreign stu­
dents—at times as many as four or five—to stay here and practice in the tem­
ple routine of waking up at 5:00 a .m ., morning chanting at 5:15, cleaning the 
garden or chanting practice from 6:00 to 7:00, meditation practice from 7:00 
to 8:00, and at times, volunteer garden cleaning from 8:00 to 8:30 with the 
meditation members, breakfast at 8:30, and afterwards, free time for reading 
and discussions on Zen.
The article also stated that the library has not been used since Mrs. Sasaki’s 
death in 1967; however, this is not the case. The library has been reopened 
since 1985 and continues to be open to members who come to practice zazen. 
However, the books are not allowed to be taken out of the library to save wear 
and tear on them, and because almost all of them are available at other librar­
ies. Please note that this is not an uncommon practice among private libraries 
as well as public archives.
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As I have mentioned above, 1 believe it was because the reviewer visited the 
temple during my absence that he mistook the current situation at the temple. 
Although I am sure he had no bad intentions in writing what he did, such in­
formation could cause misunderstandings. 1 would therefore like you to make 
the corrections and publish them in the next issue of the journal. I have also 
written to the reviewer about my wish to see these corrections made.
A Letter from  Tim Pallis. When I received the letter from Reverend Taiun 
Matsunami, the abbot of RyOsen-an since 1985, I realized I had done an in­
justice to the reputation and spiritual work that is presently being done there. 
In a certain way I am happy to know that my impression of the present state of 
RyOsen-an was wrong. My visit there was brief, and because the abbot at the 
time of my visit was in Europe to conduct Zen retreats, 1 might have been too 
quick to judge the practice and studies that are being done there now. I hope 
that this misunderstanding will make serious western students in Kyoto aware 
that they can come to RyOsen-an and practice sutra-chanting, zazen (medita­
tion), samu (garden work) and use the library and study room. The library 
has been reopened since 1985 and the books can be used in the study room for 
those who come to practice zazen. I hope the reader of my book review could 
sense that the reason for my writing about Rydsen-an the way I did was real 
concern for its present condition. It was always a great concern for those of us 
who trained there in the seventies that the library was closed. We couldn’t un­
derstand why and as a librarian it was difficult for me to accept that there was 
no longer any access to the books there. When I saw that the zendo at which I 
spent so many hours in both cold winter mornings and hot summer days no 
longer existed as I once knew it, I was saddened by what I thought I saw and 
that must have coloured my account. 1 would like to apologize for the mis­
taken information on RyOsen-an.
And we would like to add our apologies as well.—The EB staff
In preparation for the 500th Memorial Service of Rennyo ShOnin (1415-1499) 
in 1998, Otani University hosted the 48th Annual Convention of the IndOgaku 
BukkyO Kai on June 21-22, 1997, with two special sessions devoted to Rennyo 
that slated invited speakers Alfred Bloom, Stanley Weinstein, and William R. 
LaFleur. Other speakers from abroad who also made presentations on Ren­
nyo were Mark L. Blum and Ruben Habito.
The journal welcomes informative news items from  readers. Please submit 
them to the journal secretary. Materials will be subject to editing.
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